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“First, our intelligence community must adopt a broader definition of national security
that reflects the United States’ true vulnerabilities [...] the consequences of non-military
and political threats - such as economic, health or climate disruptions - are significant
and must be assigned a high priority. The public health crisis and devastating economic
shutdown from covid-19 are proof that our national well-being relies on more than what

have traditionally been considered national security issues.

[...] This leads to the second needed change: Our spy agencies must rely more on
gleaning insights from ever-increasing amounts of publicly available information. [...]
As the scope of national security is broadened, we must recognize that information about
the economy, health, supply chains and other public activities is far more likely to come
from open sources than clandestine ones. Technology has made enormous amounts of
meaningful information instantly available. Open-source information cannot wholly

displace covert information-gathering but can deeply enrich it”2.
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